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Next Week 


Teach Me How to Cry-De 
Lys 475. LPS Productions 
present new play by Patri- 
cia Joudry with Deidre Ow 
ens ,Nency Marchant, Jack 


Betts. 


Three for Tonight-Ply- 
me /6. Peul Gregory pre- 
sents Marge & Gower Champ- 
ion, Berry Belafonte,Walter 
Schumann Choir end Hirem 
Shermans 


Future Dates 


Champagne Canplex-Cort 
4/12e.Meet The People-Cafe 
Theatre 4/13..eThe Honeys- 
Longeore 4/14.seeAnkles Aweigh- 
Hellinger 4/18...All For One- 
Playhouse 4/19eeeCuys & Dolls 
City Center Inherit 
The Wind-National 4/21...Pho- 
enix '65-Phoenix 4/22.eeSouth 
Pacfic -City Center 5/deee 
Damn Yankee-46th St-5/5ee6 
Finian's Rainbow-City Center 
5/18eeeSeventh Heaven-ANTA= 
5/26eeePleasure Dame-5/27oee 
Almost Crary-De Lys 61lle 


Tryout Dates 


The Honeys-Philade lphia- 
3/28..eAnkles Aweigh-Boston- 
3/29... Inherit the Wind-"hil- 
adelphia 3/3l...Damn Yankee- 
Boston 4/2... .Seventh Heaven- 
New Heven 4/16 


Summer Issues of “C.D.” 


Summer issues of C.De 
will cover tryouts of new 


lays in Bastern sumer 
theatres.Plus other reat- 


ures. 


No. 


505 FIFTH AVENUE. N.Y. 17. N. Y. 
Mu 2.0326 T @ KRAUS 


The Weekly New York City Theatre Newsletter 


27 


$25 Year 


Digests of Current Week Theatre Reviews 


Cat on a Hot Tin 3/24. Tennessee Williams’ 
new play was cheered by the majority of the NY drama critics 
as his best. Chapman,News,filed a con vote because he wished 
that in addition to the fine acting the production had more 
point and more direotione Coleman,Mirror, and MoClain, Jour 
nal American,listed mild pros. Both were shocked by the lang- 
uage,but both admitted play mekes interesting theatre. Head- 
ing the majority viewpoint Atkinson,Times, rated play as a’ 
stunning drama in which the acting is magnificent. Play faces 
and speaks the truth,Times man concludes. Beautifully written, 
perfectly directed,stunningly acted play of evasion,adds Kerr, 
Herald Tribune. A play of tremendous dramatic impact, believes 
Watts,Post. Cast headed by Barbera Bel Geddes,Burl Ives,Mil- 
dred Dunnock and Ben Gazzara shared plaudits, Elia Kazan's 
direction was cheered by all,es were Jo Mielziner's sets in 
the Playwrights production. 


Joan of LorraineBe Witt Clinton Center 3/25, Equity Com 
unity Theatre production of Maxwell Anderson's play was okayed 
by Herridge,Post, and Funke,Times, as a lively,if s aewhat 
wordy presentation, Play moves next week-end to Bryant Commun- 
ity Center in Queens, Neither reviewer thought Ejizabeth Law 
rence was not quite up to the title role. Both did approve the 
spirited direction by Norman Hall. In conclusion oritios did 
recommend play at $1.20 tope 


Perry Awards to 17 


First Awards of the 1954-55 season are the Antoinette 
Perry Awards announced March 27. Helen Hayes presented the 
17 awards at Plaza Hotel dinner. "Tony's" are seleoted by 
top ranking members of the professions Prize winners included 
The Desperate Hours, Pajama Game, Proscenium Productions,and 
Nancy Kelly,Alfred Lunt,Mary Martin and Walter Slezak. Also 
Francis Sulliven,Patricia Jessel,Cyril Ritchard,Carol Haney, 
Oliver Messel,Cecil Beaton, Robert Fosse,Richard Rodda( stage 
technician at Peter Pan), and Thomas Schippers. 


Drama Desk Awards 


"Drama Desk", NY Theatre editors and writers organization, 
will present awards at May meeting to Off Broadway players and 
groups for outstanding achievements of seasons 
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‘Theatre De Lys ownership battle looms 
this summer. Lucille Lortel claims she has 
bought the 299 seat Christopher St play- 
houses Another group,headed by Max Eisen, 
claims that John Post,who took over the 
house as principal orediter after Williem 
De Lys one night stand of Frankie snd John- 
ny,has no right to sell samething he does 
not owne Other confusions should make the 
fight hot and livelye 


Plays 


The Rabbit Trap by J P Miller will be 
presented by Terry Lewis in the fell.seTea 
and Semen veg will move to 48th St april IT 
esonaturday Night,new musical by Julius & 
Philip Epstein due to open NY Oct 20...John 
O'Hara's The Sisters will be presented by 
Aldrich & Myers in Septes.eSeventh Heaven 
will open at ANTA Theatre May 26...) ourex 
Comoeny will charge theetre tickets as part 
of their credit servicées.$2.50 top at pub- 


lic previews of NYC Center Light Opera Can- 
peny shows. 


Players 


Eddie Bracken and members of national 
compeny of Seven Year Itch switched places 
with Tan Ewell an companyeeeRex Harrison 
and Julie Harris considering roles in music- 
el version of Pygmalion to be presented next 
season by Herman Yevine.eBoris Karloff sign 
ed for The LarkeeeCanade's Stratford Festival 
hunt ing Tor two beautiful girls to -lay in 
The Merchent of Venice and A Soldier's Tale. 


Summer Playhouses 


June 4..ocCapri Theatre,Atlantic Beach,NY will 
feature star6ée.,Theatre Subsidiaries, Inc will 
run nightly service from NY to Lembertville 
and New Hope theatres starting June 4, and 
to Stratford,Conn and Neptune Music Cirous 
starting in Julye 


Theatre Film Notes 


Clifford Odets The Big'Knife to be filn- 
ed next month by "The Associates and Aldrioh 
Comnany” starring Ruth Roman and Dka Chase 
eeeSidney Kingsley considering filming hin- 
self Lunatics and Loverseeefull length color 
version of @ Shakesveare >lay may be made by 
Canada's Tom Pattersons 


Theatre Vaudeville Notes 


New Radio City show features Anthony ‘or- 
dente,May Ann Ray, Sondra Barrett in "Spring- 
tidings Revue"...New Palace show features Noble 
Sissle ami Bubie Bleke,olus Fred Lowery,Chet 
Clark,Milt Douglas,?atrice Helene and Jan How 
ward,and Edwards Brothers. 


£ 


Theatre Record Notes 


"Roneo and Juliet” soundtrack releas- 
ed on Epio LP album. Aloum features Laur 
ence Harvey,Susan Shentall and Flora Robson, 


Theatre Book Notes 


"The Shakespearean Moment and Its 
Place in the Poetry of the 17th Century" 
published in US by Columbia University 
Presso.e"Shakespeares The Last Phase" by 
Derek Traversi published by Haroourt,Brace 
eoo The Dramatic Story of the Theatre” by 
Dorothy & Joseph Samachson published in May 
by Abelard-Schulmane. 


Theatre TV-Radio Notes 


NBC TV will present The Saint of Ble 
eoker Street May 15 at 3 30 Pu with the en- 
Fire Broadway oast...NBC TV Kraft Theatre 
presents The Southwest Corner March 30 with 
nellyeeeCBS TV to present 90 minute product- 
ion of Noel Coward's Present Laughter in the 


digests NYC show news, reviews, com- 


SOAst theatre briefs. theatre on TV. Also west 


S2 weeks per year for 
qQuaintances, etc 


1 summer features. Perfect gift 
stage struck friends, business ec- 


$25 per year for complete service, 
Out of Town & NYC Reports, CD Newsletter. 


The Merry Widow ovens St. John Terrell's 
Tth Music Cirous season at Lanbertville,NJ A/S 


DEPARTMENT 


BRITISH CENSOR PANNEDeeeBritish Lord Chamberlein's action of banned Tea and Sympathy and 
The Imorelist was panned by Burr,Playbill. Both plays are understanding and digni- 
Filed treatments of a theme thet is treated with infinetely less delicacy in sny nv 
mber of revues such as the seme Lord Chamberlein has permitted on the London boards. 
Other plays and soenes were banned for political reasons, The danger here is great 
and obvious,warns colimnist. 


OFF BROADWAY VIEWS ee,Watts,Post,edmits that it appears that he is more stern in judging 
the work of the up and coming Off Brosdwey groups than the majority of his colleagues 
eeolko one need complain of the lack of classics in the theatre this season,thanks to 
efforts of some fine off Broadway productions,points out Atkinson,Times 


DRAMA MAIL BOXeeeCredits for stage managers urged by Bob Dowmming in note to Variety editor 
eeoEkox office man at Desperate Hours was rated by Times reader as a man who operates 
with kindness and equanimityeescommercial plugs for 50¢ items in prograns of sae 
ourrent NY shows make legit theatre look and sound like TV at its worse,complains a 
C.D. readers 


CRITICAL THOUGHTSoeeTheatre people believe it is unlikely that a foreign play will win 
the Pulitizer Prize this term, notes Chapman, New8eeeFew things could be more enbar- 
rasing to a play reviewer than having his own cliches of praise reed back at him at 
a radie show,explains Katts,Post,a recent guest on NBC Radio Tex & Jinx progremoece 
Shoestring Revue producer mistakes economics for talent,pans Nathan, Journal Americane 
First half of show,he believes,would be better if perfomed in the family parlor for 
doting parents, cooks, and acquiescent neighbors» 


EHOW TO BE A CRITIC eeeChoose the wisest teachers and profit from their experiences end 
knowledge, advises Coleman,Mirror,to all would-be drama ocritios, Critio admits he 
out classes to attend shows, But he did read just about every play ever written,and 
he did talk shop with every actor,director and playwright who was kindly disposed 
toward youth. Coleman lists Robert Bruce Mantell, Vincenzo Celli, George Kelly and 
Ed Wynn among others who aided him, Teachers who inspired him included Brander Mat- 
thews, K:ymond Weaver, Ashley Thorndike, John Erskine and Deniel Gregory Masone 
Youngsters are urged to reed Barrett Clark's "Theories of European Drama" and the col- 
leoted criticisms of Max Beerbohm, 


INTERVIEW HI-LITESeeeKatharine Cornell cannot put Fry into her owm words, she can only 
repeat his, she told Herridge, Post. She sees that as the value of poetry, its meaning 
isn't definite or limited, you feel it in your own wayeesl5 hour long progrems of old 
vaudeville routines taped by Dr. Edward Wisely,Brooklyn College,will be kept on file 
for vaude fans at Columbia and Brooklyn College Drama Libraries, Wisely informed 


Robinson, World Telegram & Sun. 


"Pros & Cons by T.M.K."“ 

The Trial presented at a "concert per The theatre avard season is under way. 
formance” by Theatre 12 at YMHA Kaufman aud-  17,count them,17 Tony Awards were oresented 
itorium for one performance only ranks as one for plays and players seen prior to March l, 
of the finest Off Broadway productions of the Each of the other awards presented between 
seasone Perfectly cast,beautifully staged with now and June will each have their owm ending 
involved light cues ,exits and entrences all date for the current seasone As there is ev- 
perfeot,the production was moving and import- identelly no cure for the annual award sick- 
ant on several levels of understandings It ness,the least that can be done is for all 
is good news to learn that this talented group concern to agree on the same dates in describ 
will present a summer season this year at Pre- ing the seasons 
vincetown Playhouses The Trial should certain- 
ly be presented there for & rune 


vershi~ 


BROADWAY 


Meet The Peep}e revue will be presented 
April 13 at Cafe Theatre, 255 W 46,the site of 
Billy Rose's Diamond Horseshoe. Lionel Stander 


and Jay Gorney are the producers and the revue 
will feature Jerry Ames, Greta Aldine, Conrad 


Buckner. Shows will be given every night except 


Monday at 8 40,with the restaurant opening for 
dinner at 7 RM. Additional shows will be pre- 
sented at midnight on Friday and Saturdays, 

and also at 2 30 MM on Saturday, Tickets will 
be $5 each,plus tax,and will inolude a $2 min- 
imum charge for orders. 


Phoenix 565 revue will open April 25 at 
Phoe w ancy Walker,Lee Goodman,Louise 
Hoff, Harvey Lembeck,Portia Nelson, Elsie 
Fhodes, and Joshua ShelleyoeesThe Miser star 
ring Maurice Sehwartz closed at Downtown Nat- 
ional before completing scheduled run...Grand 
Guignol Theatre will present a series of Eng- 
lish,French and original plays at Van Bnsse- 
leer Hotel on weekends with Katherine Calee, 
Meredith Wilson, Peter Coury and Barbara Brey- 
@jereoeoRichard Morse co-stars with Deidre 
Owens in Teach Me How to cry at De Lys April 5 
eeePaul Richards end Herbert Rapoport added to 
cast of Three Sisters at 4th St Theatrc...The 
White Devil, the second "Sideshos bill at 
Phoenix ,may be repeated for a weec's rues. 
Third “Sideshow” bill featured production of 
Igor Stravinsky's music drama “L'Histoire du 
Soldat” with Franchot Tone, Janice Rulo,Paul 
Draper end Edward CatoneeeAlmost Crazy will 
be produced by Diok Verney at De Lys el. 
New revue will feature John Cobb,Portia Nel- 
son, and Mae Barnes. 


Equity Library Theatre schedule includes 
The Ret Race Mar Weapril ..e4aedchen in 
Uniform April 20=24ee.?eund on Demand and 
Village Wooing April 27-Mey leeeMachinal May 
4-8.eoThe Petrified Forest May 11-15. 


Ghosts ,revived et Royal Playhouse,62 E 
4 by Mmlph Lowe and Bose Lynch,was cheered 
as a lively production,by Kerner, Wane 's 
Wear. Actors and director all have helped 
wipe away years of library dust from the 
savage 


YDDISH 
THEAT FE 


The Enchanted Tailer presented by New 
Theatre Ensemble at West 80th St. Commu 
ity Center was tabbed engaging,inspite of 
some drawbacks, by Wilken,News, Actually 
story is too thin for full evening,but fine 
acting makes up for it. Play is presented 
for four performances each week-ende 


THEATRE 
RECORD 
COMMENTS 


"Everyman" dise by Caedman Records 
featuring Burgess Meredith,Sybil Baker, 
Richard Purdy and Williem Hess was highly 
recommended by Herald Tribune reviewer as 
a fine example of actors acting well and 
speaking welle Drama remains one of great 
force and nobilitye 


"House of Flowers" soore recorded by 
Peroy Faith for Columbia won a mild okay 
from Variety mugg who missed the lyrios on 
disce 


THEATRE 


BOOK 


COMMENTS 


Vernon Duke's “Passport to Paris” 
(Little,Browmm) was rated,in verse, as 
often sharp end seldom flat by Stillman, 
Variety. Autobiography of composer would 
make a dandy moviegmugg concludede 


THEATRE 


- 


COMMENTS 


oritics. Crosby,Hereld Tribune, end Helm, 
Variety, thought production starring Den 
Dailey and Marilyn Maxwell oame off well. 
While Shanley,Times,thought play itself 
was much too datede 


Burlesque,presented on CBS TV Shower 


